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Bible Verses 
Psalm 23 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still 
water; he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.  

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff – they 
comfort me.   

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my 
whole life long. 

Psalm 46:1-7 
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth 

should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; though its waters roar and foam, though the 
mountains tremble with its tumult.  

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. God is in the 
midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it when the morning dawns. The nations are in an uproar, the 
kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

Psalm 100 
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with 

singing.  
Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his 

pasture.  
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. Give thanks to him, bless his name.  
For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations. 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:  
a time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;  
a time to kill, and a time to heal;  
a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh;  
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;   
a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together;  
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;  
a time to seek, and a time to lose;  
a time to keep, and a time to throw away;  
a time to tear, and a time to sew;  
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;  
a time to love, and a time to hate;  
a time for war, and a time for peace. 

Isaiah 25:6-9 
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of 

rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.  
And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all 

nations; he will swallow up death forever.  
Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away 

from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken.  
It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the 

LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
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Isaiah 40:28-31 
Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the 

earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint, and 
strengthens the powerless. Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; but those who 
wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be 
weary, they shall walk and not faint. 

Isaiah 43:1-3a, 5a 
Now thus says the Lord, who created you, who formed you in the womb and will help you. Do not fear, for I 

have redeemed you;   I have called you by name and you are mine.  
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

when you walk through the fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.  
For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior…Do not fear, for I am with you. 

Isaiah 65:17-20a 
For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered or come to 

mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its 
people as a delight.  I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be 
heard in it, or the cry of distress. No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days. 

Matthew 11:25-30 
At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things 

from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 
All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one 
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.  

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

John 3:16 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but 

may have eternal life. 

John 6:35-40 
Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes 

in me will never be thirsty. But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. Everything that the 
Father gives me will come to me, and anyone who comes to me I will never drive away; for I have come down 
from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I 
should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. This is indeed the will of my Father, 
that all who see the Son and believe in him may have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last day.” 

John 5:25 
Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life, and does not 

come under judgment, but has passed from death to life.  
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John 11:17-27 
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany was near 

Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about 
their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 
Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God 
will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I 
know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, 
the one coming into the world.” 

John 12:23-26 
Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a 

grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those 
who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me 
must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.     

John 14:1-7 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are many 

dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 
And you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and 
have seen him." 

John 14:1-6 
“Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many rooms; 
if it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And when I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am, you may be also. 4And you know the way 
where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going; how can we know the 
way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me.” 

Romans 5:1-11 
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 

whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of 
God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.  

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a 
righteous person – though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. But God proves his 
love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. Much more surely then, now that we have been 
justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by 
his life. But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 
received reconciliation.   
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Romans 5:17-21 
If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised dominion through that one, much more surely will those 

who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one 
man, Jesus Christ. 

 Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of righteousness leads to 
justification and life for all. For just as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one 
man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. But law came in, with the result that the trespass multiplied; 
but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, just as sin exercised dominion in death, so grace 
might also exercise dominion through justification leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Romans 8:31-35, 37-39 
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his 

own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any 
charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who 
was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of 
Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Romans 12:3-18 
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought 

to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in 
one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are 
one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the 
grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in 
exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. Let love be 
genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in 
showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, 
persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. Bless those who 
persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in 
harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 
Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it 
depends on you, live peaceably with all. 

Romans 14:7-9 
We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die 

to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived 
again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

1 Corinthians 15:51-57 
Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an 

eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 
changed. For this perishable body must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on immortality. 
When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then the saying that 
is written will be fulfilled:  

"Death has been swallowed up in victory." Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is your sting?"  
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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2 Corinthians 4:16-5:8 
16So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day 
by day. 17For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, 
18because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but 
what cannot be seen is eternal. 
1For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. 2For in this tent we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling — 3if 
indeed, when we have taken it off we will not be found naked. 4For while we are still in this tent, we groan under 
our burden, because we wish not to be unclothed but to be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be 
swallowed up by life. 5He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a 
guarantee. 
6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the 
Lord — 7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the 
body and at home with the Lord. 

Galatians 3:27-28 
As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or 

Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 
And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise. For this reason I 
bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, that according to the 
riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with might through his Spirit in the inner man, and that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have power to 
comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of 
Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you  may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now to him who by the 
power at work within us is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, to him be glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever. Amen. 

James 5:7-12 
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the 

earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your 
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be 
judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the 
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. Indeed we call blessed those who showed endurance. You have 
heard of the endurance of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and 
merciful. 

Above all, my beloved, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath, but let your "Yes" be 
yes and your "No" be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation. 

1 John 3:1-2 
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The 

reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will 
be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see 
him as he is. 

Revelation 7:13-17 
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come 

from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of 
the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  
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For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the 
one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not 
strike them, nor any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will 
guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

  



Revelation 21:2-7 
And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 

for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,  
“See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and 

God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying 
and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.”  

And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for 
these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. Those who 
conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God and they will be my children.” 

 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Traditional Hymns 
A Mighty Fortress: LBW 228, 229 
Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 
Amazing Grace: LBW 448 
Beautiful Savior: LBW 518 
Children of the Heavenly Father: LBW 474 
Give Me Jesus: WOV 777 
God Be With You Til We Meet Again 
Goin’ Home by Anton Dvorak 
Great is Thy Faithfulness 
He Leadeth Me: Oh, Blessed Thought: LBW 501 
He Touched Me (Gospel) 
Here I Am, Lord: WOV 752 
His Eye is on the Sparrow 
How Great Thou Art: LBW 532 
How Great Thou Art: LBW552 
How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds: LBW 345 
I Know that My Redeemer Lives!: LBW 352 
In the Garden 
Jesus Calls Us: O’er the Tumult: LBW 494 
Jesus Lives! The Victory's Won!: LBW 133 
Jesus Loves Me  
Jesus, Lead Thou On: LBW 341 
Jesus, the Very Thought of You: LBW 316 
Just as I Am: LBW 296 
Lift High the Cross: LBW 377 
Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me: LBW 333 
Lord’s Prayer, The – by Malotte (also Duet) 
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling: LBW 315 
My Faith Looks Up to Thee: LBW 479 
My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less: LBW 293, 294 
One Day at a Time 
Rock of Ages: LBW 327 
The King of Love My Shepherd Is: LBW 456 
The Lord's My Shepherd: LBW 451 
This Is My Father's World: LBW 554 
What a Friend We Have in Jesus: LBW 439 
What Wondrous Love Is This: LBW 385 
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross: LBW 482 
When Peace, like a River (It is Well With My Soul): LBW 346 
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Contemporary and Gospel Songs 
Ancient Words 
Blessed Assurance: WOV 699 
Day by Day: WOV 746 
God Be with You 
Great Is the Lord 
Great Is Thy Faithfulness: WOV 771 
I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry: WOV 770 
In the Morning When I Rise (Give Me Jesus): WOV 777 
Just a Closer Walk with Thee 
My Life Flows On in Endless Song: WOV 781 
Oh, How He Loves You and Me 
Precious Lord, Take My Hand: WOV 731 
The Old Rugged Cross 
Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling: WOV 734 
Shall We Gather at the River: WOV 690 
Soon and Very Soon: WOV 744 
There Is a Redeemer 
Thy Holy Wings: WOV 741 
You Who Dwell in the Shelter of the Lord (On Eagle’s Wings): WOV 779 

You Are Mine 

Contemporary Vocal Solos 
Amazing Grace, My Chains Are Gone by Chris Tomlin 
Go Rest High on That Mountain as sung by Vince Gill 
Healing Rain by M.W. Smith 
I Can Only Imagine 
I Will Rise by Chris Tomlin 
Into the West – theme from “Lord of the Rings” 
Jesus, Draw Me Ever Nearer, as sung by Sara Renner 
Life Song (And Now My Life Song Sings) by Third Day 
Over the Rainbow 
Remember (from movie “Troy”) as sung by Josh Groban 
Remember Me by Mark Schultz (duet) 
To Where You Are (as sung by Josh Groban) 
Untitled Hymn (Come to Jesus) by Chris Rice 
What a Wonderful World 
When the Night is Falling 
You Alone by Kim Hill 
You Are Mine 
You Raise Me Up 
 

LBW – Lutheran Book of Worship (green hymnal) 
WOV – With One Voice (blue hymnal) 
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Poems 
 

Poem Of Life 
Life is but a stopping place, 

A pause in what’s to be, 
A resting place along the road, 

To sweet eternity. 
We all have different journeys, 
Different paths along the way, 

We all were meant to learn some things, 
But never meant to stay . . .  

 
Our destination is a place, 
Far greater than we know. 

For some the journey’s quicker, 
For some the journey’s slow. 

And when the journey finally ends, 
We’ll claim a great reward, 

And find an everlasting peace, 
Together with the Lord. 

 
(Author Unknown) 

Footprints In The Sand 
One night I dreamed I was walking  

Along the beach with the Lord. 
Many scenes from my life flashed across the sky. 

In each scene I noticed footprints in the sand. 
Sometimes there were two sets of footprints, 
Other times there were one set of footprints. 

 
This bothered me because I noticed 

That during the low periods of my life, 
When I was suffering from  
Anguish, sorrow or defeat, 

I could see only one set of footprints. 
 

So I said to the Lord, 
“You promised me Lord, that if I followed you, 

 You would walk with me always.  
But I have noticed that during  

The most trying periods of my life 
There have only been one set  

Of footprints in the sand. 
Why, when I needed you most,  

Have you not been there for me?” 
 

The Lord replied, “The times when you have seen 
Only one set of footprints in the sand,  

is when I carried you.” 
 

(Author Unknown) 

Do Not Stand at My Grave and Weep 
Do not stand at my grave and weep; 

I am not there. I do not sleep. 
I am a thousand winds that blow; 
I am the diamond glints on snow. 
I am the sunlight on ripened grain. 

I am the gentle autumn’s rain. 
When you awaken in the morning’s hush, 

I am the swift uplifting rush. 
Of quiet birds in circled flight. 

I am the soft star that shines at night. 
Do not stand at my grave and cry. 

I am not there. I did not die. 
 

(Author unknown) 

Gone From My Sight 
I am standing upon the seashore. 

A ship at my side spreads her white 
sails to the morning breeze and starts 

for the blue ocean. 
 

She is an object of beauty and strength.  
I stand and watch her until at length  

she hangs like a speck of white cloud  
just where the sea and sky come  

to mingle with each other. 
 

Then, someone at my side says; 
"There, she is gone!" 

 
"Gone where?" 

Gone from my sight. That is all.  
She is just as large in mast and hull  

and spar as she was when she left my side  
and she is just as able to bear her  

load of living freight to her destined port. 
Her diminished size is in me, not in her. 

 
And just at the moment when someone 
at my side says, "There, she is gone!" 

There are other eyes watching her coming, 
and other voices ready to take up the glad 

shout; 
 

"Here she comes!" 
And that is dying. 

 
by Henry Van Dyke 
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When I Am Gone Untitled 
When I am gone, release me, let me go- I see the countless Christmas trees 

I have so many things to see and do. Around the world below 
You must not tie yourself to me with tears, With tiny lights, like heaven’s stars 
Be thankful for our many beautiful years. Reflecting on the snow. 

 
 

The night is so spectacular, 
I gave to you my love. You can only guess Please wipe away that tear, 
How much you gave to me in happiness. For I’m spending Christmas 

I thank you for the love you each have shown, With Jesus this year. 
But now it’s time I traveled on alone.  

I hear the many Christmas songs  That people hold so dear, So grieve awhile for me, if grieve you must, But the sounds of music can’t compare Then let your grief be comforted by trust. With the Christmas choir up here. It’s only a time that we must part  

For I have no words to tell you So bless the memories within your heart. 
The joy their voices bring,  

For it is beyond description I won’t be far away, for life goes on, 
To hear the angels sing. So if you need me, call and I will come. 

I know how much you miss me, Though you can’t see or touch me, I’ll be near. 
I see the pain inside your heart, And if you listen with your heart, you’ll hear 
But I will keep you close to me All my love around you soft and clear. 

Even though we are apart.  
 

And then, when you must come this way alone,  

I can’t tell you of the splendor, 
I’ll greet you with a smile, and say- Or the peace here in this place. 

“Welcome home” Can you just imagine Christmas 
 With the Savior face-to-face? 

(Author unknown)  

I’ll ask him to light your spirit, 
Untitled As I tell Him of your love. 

So pray for one another God hath not promised  
As you lift your eyes above. Skies always blue,  

So please, let your hearts be joyful, Flower-strewn pathways 
And let your spirits sing; All our lives through; 

For I’m spending Christmas in heaven, God hath not promised 
And I’m walking with the King! Sun without rain, 

 Joy without sorrow, 
(Author Unknown) Peace without pain. 

 
But God hath promised 

Strength for the day, 
Rest for the labor, 
Light for the way. 

Grace for the trials, 
Help from above, 

Unfailing sympathy 
Undying love…. 

 
(Author unknown)  
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